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Update on the Mackenzie Gas Project

Mackenzie Valley © Garth Lenz

The Mackenzie Gas Project includes three
major natural gas production fields north of
Inuvik in the NWT and two underground
natural gas pipelines (the longest is 1,220 km)
to carry the gas south along the Mackenzie
Valley to northern Alberta. The basin-
opening project proposes an anchor field
within the Kendal Island Migratory Bird
Sanctuary (KIBS) which would cause
excessive habitat loss in this globally
significant breeding and staging ground for
waterfowl and shorebirds, among many other
significant environmental impacts.

Nature Canada submitted evidence to the
Joint Review Panel (JRP) charged with
evaluating the environmental and social
impacts of the proposed Mackenzie Gas

Project, during the hearings that ended in

November 2007. We stressed the potential
pact on birds and Important Bird Areas,

d also recommended (as have other
ganizations) that the Mackenzie Gas Project
ould not pre-empt the implementation of

e Northwest Territories Protected Areas

rategy (NWT PAS) and the completion of
e Sahtu and Dehcho First Nations land use

ans.

hen the JRP releases its report in December
D09 we will review it and respond to their

bcommendations. Nature Canada believes it
of great importance to contribute to
ensuring that conservation precedes
development in this essentially pristine

region.

Court Rulings Set Precedent

On July 9 2009 a Federal Court ruled that the
government recovery strategy for the
endangered Sage Grouse did not protect the
bird’s critical breeding grounds as required by
Canada’s Species at Risk Act. They found that
the government acted unreasonably by not
identifying the Greater Sage Grouse’s critical
habitat in its recovery plan in spite of the fact
that there was adequate data to do so. Now a
similar case in September has set the
precedent for all endangered species under the
Species at Risk Act.



In September a Federal Court ruled on a
species at risk lawsuit about critical habitat
identification for an endangered BC fish the
Nooksack Dace. The federal court found that
the Department of Fisheries and Oceans broke
the law by deleting habitat maps from a draft
recovery strategy for the Nooksack Dace.
Justice Douglas Campbell ruled that the
government must identify critical habitats in
recovery strategies for species at risk in order
to follow the Canada’s Species at Risk (SARA)
Act. The judge also established that critical
habitat for species also includes
environmental characteristics that are critical
to the species, not just the area on the map.
Thanks to these two rulings future recovery
strategies under SARA will identify critical
habitat to the extent possible as a matter of
course
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The Nooksack Dace

CIDA Projects — Paraguay and the
Caribbean

Through its international program, Nature

Canada works to promote biodiversity
conservation for people and birds in the
Americas. This spring two new projects were
launched, one in the Caribbean and one in
Paraguay.

In Paraguay, we are working with our
Canadian partner Place aux agricultrices :
nourricieres du monde and our local partners
Guyra Paraguay and Fortaleser, to improve
the livelihoods of women farmers and increase
their awareness of biodiversity. In March
2009, Nature Canada began a 2-year project
to support women in 4 rural communities in

Paraguay to produce organic vegetables,
improve their health and strengthen their
awareness of their democratic rights. During
a recent visit we were amazed at the progress
they have achieved in their vegetable gardens.
One woman was so Iinspired that she
expanded her garden by about twenty-fold!

The other project was in the community of
Formon, which is located in the buffer zone of
Macaya National Park. This forest, high in the
mountains of the Massif de la Hotte, is one of
the very last remnants of forest in Haiti. The
Formon community’s only school ran out of
funding and was closed for several years,
leaving many children of the community,
particularly girls, without the benefit of a
formal education. Thanks to an integrated
conservation and development project we're
implementing in the Caribbean this summer
our partner Haiti Audubon Society worked
with the commu nity to renovate the school,
furnish it and staff it with 8 teachers. The
kids of Formon went back to school in October.

Famly and Guyra staff in organic agriculture gardeom
previous project -Santa Ana, San Rafael, 2007

IBA Caretakers arrive in Québec
By Ted Cheskey

Between October 26 and 29, Anne-Marie
Turgeon, biologist responsible for the
Important Bird Area (IBA) program with

Nature Québec, and | visited people working
in five different IBAs in Quebec. This trip

was both a fact-finding mission to assess the
strength of the Quebec IBA network, and the
level of interest and engagement of people
involved locally in IBAs, and secondly to



present the new “IBA Caretakers” program
and hopefully recruit some of them as
Caretakers for their IBAs.

The first IBA turned out to be five IBAs in the
vicinity of Les Bergeronnes and Tadoussac.
The Tadoussac Bird Observatory http://explos-
nature.qc.ca/oot-1/enbref_e.htm (OOT) is part
of Explos Nature http://www.explos-
nature.qc.ca/, a Quebec NGO doing great
outreach, education and science work in the
St. Lawrence near the mouth of the Saguenay.
We met with Pascale Cote who runs the bird
observatory. Pascale explained how OOT is
deeply involved in monitoring birds in the
region, and that extending this to the IBAs
would be a natural step. In our discussions
we learned that one of the nearby IBAs “La
baie des Escoumins et Grandes Bergeronnes”
has harboured over 800 Purple Sandpipers —
as much as 5 to 10 percent of this species’
global population, yet the species is not
mentioned in the IBA site summary on the
National Website. This is exactly the sort of
information that Caretakers are needed for —
updating the site descriptions and making
them relevant for conservation.

From Bergeronnes, we drove to Sept lles,
some 300 kilometres further up the “Cote
Nord.” There we met with a large contingent
of local people implicated in the massive 80
square kilometre Sept lles IBA that includes
the entire bay and extensive mudflats and
coastal marshes, and of course the seven
islands, one of which harbours a large colony
of marine birds. This meeting was unique
because there were no “birders” per se at the
meeting, but various people representing
different groups and organizations, all with
some interest in the IBA. The Quebec
Ministry of Natural Resources, the Federal
Ministry of Fisheries and Oceans, the
municipal environment committee, Innu First
Nations, ZIP (Zone d'intervention Prioritaire)
Coastal Priority Area Intervention, Regional
Environmental Council, and Sept lles tourism
were all represented. After a three hour
meeting, some of us visited the expansive IBA
from several coastal perspectives. Silhouettes
of the large aluminum smelters on the other
side of the bay were an ominous backdrop to
discussing the conservation challenges and

opportunities that the several collaborators
working toward common conservation goals
had to face.

On the way to our next destination, we
encountered two very savvy ornithologists at
Point des Monts, conducting diurnal
migration surveys for OOT. One of them was
from Sept lles. After explaining the Caretaker
project to him, he had trouble containing his
enthusiasm for the project and his interest in
being a Caretaker for the Sept lles IBA.

-

Ted, Marilyn and Jean-Etienne in front of the Point e au
Pere lighthouse. — photo by Anne-Marie Turgeon

From the Godbout, we crossed the Gulf of St.
Lawrence and following the line of wind
turbines, we moved west to Point au Pere,
near Rimouski. There, we joined Jean-
Etienne Joubert of the Comité ZIP du Sud-de-
'Estuaire and Marilyn Labrecque of Nature
Quebec Jean-Etienne gave us a tour of the
IBA, but also showed us an area that he
believed should be included in an expanded
IBA — essentially much of the bay, tidal flats
and a few islands bordering Rimouski. Jean-
Etienne had written a very large and well-
researched document justifying the proposed
boundary expansion. As we looked out to the
north over the bay, a huge flock of many
hundreds of Greater Snow Geese flew in from
the right and settled in the IBA. Jean-
Etienne’s passion about why the IBA should
be expanded was powerful. In seeing the
zone of Zostére, an aquatic plant that sustains
the ducks and geese, it was clear that the



current boundaries were missing a large part
of the area that sustained the birds.

The next day we visited two other IBAs close
to Quebec City: Les Battures de Beauport
and Cap Tourmente. Both were teeming with

birds, despite it being almost the end of
October. A local community worker,
Jonathan Pedneau of the Groupe d’éducation
et décosurveillance l'eau, guided us around
the tidal flats of Beauport.  Amazingly,

despite being close to a the heavily
industrialized port of Quebec, the site was
obviously of high biological value and efforts
to protect it and manage it accordingly were

gradually paying off. As was true in the

previously described IBAs, Jonathan was
enthusiastic about becoming a Caretaker.

In Cap Tourmente, a National Wildlife Area
with a strong history and staff compliment, we
met with Vanessa Dufresne, Association des
amis du Cap Tourmente. Les amis (Friends
of) run education and outreach programs for
the public in this iconic NWA, and also
conduct research and bird monitoring. Like
Pascale in Tadoussac, assuming the role of
IBA Caretaker seemed natural and obvious.

All of the people we met with were
enthusiastic about sharing and
communicating  with  other  caretakers.
Knowing that their IBAs, and that themselves

as Caretakers, are part of a world-wide
network upon which birds depend was a
strong motivator for them, and in their view, a

strong selling point on the value of their IBAs

to the public. These discussion also generated
interest in communicating with and

supporting  caretakers  elsewhere  both
domestically and internationally where the

same species are involved.
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34 Black Footed Ferrets Reintroduced
into Grasslands National Park
Saskatchewan

After seventy years black footed ferrets are

back in Canada. Thirty four black footed

ferrets were released into Grasslands
National Park in Saskatchewan. This

endangered species disappeared from Canada
in 1937 and was believed to be completely
gone by 1974. A chance discovery in 1981 of a
small colony of black footed ferrets in

Wyoming brought new hope for its revival.

These ferrets were born and bred in captivity
and then trained at a centre in Colorado
where they learned to hunt, eat live food and
live in burrows, so they could survive when
they were released into the wild. The ferrets’
new home is abundant in prairie dogs which
are their main source of food and the area is
plague free. This is only the start; more
ferrets are expected to be released into the
wild yearly for the next couple of years.






